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Dear Harold, 


Glad to hear that you've been holding your own. 

I hope that stable condition continues. And that things 
improve. Frankly, I wish that you'd consider this next 
book with a commercial publisher, although I'm well aware 
of the difficulties with this sensitive material. They 
want PROOF BY THEIR DEFINITION, i. e. they're still terribly 
frightened of the powers that be. I never heard the evidence 
Pepper presented to my editor at Dial Press, but next time 
I have lunch there. I’ll try to find out. 


Now I need a small piece of advice. Could you 
write me a little rough draft of a letter to the State 
.S??*?**?* "questing under FOI for the Bruce diaries, 
1951-1974. How do I do it? The person I've been calling 
is Frank Machak, Chief of Documents & Reference, Division of 
Foreign Affairs, Reference Service, Departmentof State, 
an accomplished stenewaller, who tells me the earlier diaries 
(which I think I've surreptiously read already in Virginia) 
are just being made available xXtttx since the will of David 
K. E. Bruce is just being probated. But the later ones are 
the ones I need. H*lp» Help! Mr. Bruce, it seems to me, is 
a big part of my story; I'm not just dealing with the younger 
generation because what happened to them is in large measure 
a result of their being Bruces. Daddy, I've discovered, as I 
think I may have mentioned, was very close to his mother. 
Then, communication between the generations ceased. 


Work is good and healing. Otherwise I meet men, 
fascinating, helpful, etc. who tell me they can't abstain intimacy, 
and when they're cornered, they run. Although no one else does, 

1 like the last line of Iris Murdoch's latest novel. The Sea. The Sea: 
■Upon the demon-ridden pilgriiMge of human life, what next, 

I wonder? 


Take care of yourself. 


Love, 





